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Introductory note

Part Il of the Repertoire covers the practice of the Security Council in relation to its
provisional rules of procedure and relevant Articles of the Charter of the United Nations. Since
the provisional rules of procedure are routinely applied by the Council at its formal meetings, the
focus of part Il is on special applications of the rules in the proceedings of the Council, rather
than on the standard applications of the rules.

Part Il is divided into ten sections. The sections follow the order of the relevant chapters
of the provisional rules of procedure:

Section I, meetings and records (Article 28 and rules 1 to 5 and 48 to 57)

Section 11, agenda (rules 6 to 12)

Section I, representation and credentials (rules 13 to 17)

Section 1V, presidency (rules 18 to 20)

Section V, secretariat (rules 21 to 26)

Section VI, conduct of business (rules 27, 29 and 30, and 33)

Section VII, participation (rules 37 and 39)

Section VIII, decision-making and voting (Article 27 and rules 31 and 32, 34 to 36, 38

and 40)

Section IX, languages (rules 41 to 47)

Section X, status of the provisional rules of procedure (Article 30)

The remaining rules are not covered in part 11, but are covered in the following parts of
the present supplement:

Rule 28, concerning subsidiary organs of the Council, in parts IX and X;

Rules 58 to 60, concerning admission of new members;*

Rule 61, regarding relations with other United Nations organs, in part IV.

! There were no instances of the application of rules 58 to 60 during the period under review, and therefore no
material relating to these rules has been included in the present Supplement.
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During the period under review, the Council held a total of 199 meetings in 2012, and
193 meetings in 2013, of which 15 and 21, respectively for 2012 and 2013, were private
meetings. In 2012, the Council considered 47 agenda items, out of which 25 dealt with country-
specific and regional situations, and 22 with general and thematic and other issues; and in 2013,
the Council considered at its meetings a total of 46 agenda items out of which 25 dealt with
country-specific and regional situations, and 21 with general and thematic and other issues. The
Council also added one new item to its agenda entitled “The situation in Mali” in 2012, and in
2013 re-introduced the item entitled “Small arms™®, which had been deleted from the seizure list
in 2012.* A total of 100 resolutions and 51 presidential statements were adopted during the
period under review. Also, the Council continued its practice of adopting most of its resolutions
unanimously, with 93 out of 100 resolutions adopted in this manner. Three draft resolutions
taken to a vote were not adopted during the reporting period: two draft resolutions were not
adopted due to the negative vote of a permanent member and one draft resolution failed to be
adopted because it did not obtain the required number of affirmative votes.’

In connection with the question of the working methods of the Council, two open debates
were held under the item entitled “Implementation of the note by the President of the Security
Council (S/2010/507)”. Also, in 2013, the Council revived its practice of conducting wrap-up

sessions at the end of the month.

2 5/2012/961.

¥ S/PV.7036.

* In accordance with rule 11 and the 26 July 2010 note by the President (S/2010/507), the Council reviews, in
January, the list of matters of which the Council is seized, in order to identify the agenda items which have not been
considered at a Council meeting in the preceding 3 years. These items are deleted unless a Member State notifies the
Secretary-General of its wish to have the item retained on the list by the end of February. In that case, such item will
remain on the list for one year and be subject to the above-mentioned deletion procedure in the following year.

® §/2013/660. Also see S/PV.7060.

Part 1l — Provisional rules of procedure 5
Repertoire website: http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire



http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/507
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=s%2F2012%2F961&Submit=Search&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S%2Fpv.7036&Submit=Search&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2010/507
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S%2F2013%2F660&Submit=Search&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.7060

Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council ADVANCE VERSION
18" Supplement (2012 — 2013)

I. Meetings and records
Note

The present section covers the practice of the Security Council concerning meetings,
publicity and records, in relation to provisions of Article 28 of the Charter of the United Nations

and rules 1 to 5 and 48 to 57 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Council.

Article 28

1. The Security Council shall be so organized as to be able to
function continuously. Each member of the Security Council shall
for this purpose be represented at all times at the seat of the
Organization.

2. The Security Council shall hold periodic meetings at which each
of its members may, if it so desires, be represented by a member of
the government or by some other specially designated
representative.

3. The Security Council may hold meetings at such places other
than the seat of the Organization as in its judgment will best
facilitate its work.

Rule 1

Meetings of the Security Council shall, with the exception of the
periodic meetings referred to in rule 4, be held at the call of the
President at any time he deems necessary, but the interval between
meetings shall not exceed fourteen days.

Rule 2

The President shall call a meeting of the Security Council at the
request of any member of the Security Council.

Rule 3

The President shall call a meeting of the Security Council if a
dispute or situation is brought to the attention of the Security
Council under Article 35 or under Article 11 (3) of the Charter, or
if the General Assembly makes recommendations or refers any
question to the Security Council under Article 11 (2), or if the
Secretary-General brings to the attention of the Security Council
any matter under Article 99.
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Rule 4

Periodic meetings of the Security Council called for in Article 28
(2) of the Charter shall be held twice a year, at such times as the
Security Council may decide.

Rule 5

Meetings of the Security Council shall normally be held at the seat
of the United Nations.

Any member of the Security Council or the Secretary-General may
propose that the Security Council should meet at another place.
Should the Security Council accept any such proposal, it shall
decide upon the place and the period during which the Council
shall meet at such place.

Rule 48

Unless it decides otherwise, the Security Council shall meet in
public. Any recommendation to the General Assembly regarding
the appointment of the Secretary-General shall be discussed and
decided at a private meeting.

Rule 49

Subject to the provisions of rule 51, the verbatim record of each
meeting of the Security Council shall be made available to the
representatives on the Security Council and to the representatives
of any other States which have participated in the meeting not later
than 10 a.m. of the first working day following the meeting.

Rule 50

The representatives of the States which have participated in the
meeting shall, within two working days after the time indicated in
rule 49, inform the Secretary-General of any corrections they wish
to have made in the verbatim record.

Rule 51

The Security Council may decide that for a private meeting the
record shall be made in a single copy alone. This record shall be
kept by the Secretary-General. The representatives of the States
which have participated in the meeting shall, within a period of ten
days, inform the Secretary-General of any corrections they wish to
have made in this record.

Rule 52

Corrections that have been requested shall be considered
approved unless the President is of the opinion that they are
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sufficiently important to be submitted to the representatives on the
Security Council. In the latter case, the representatives on the
Security Council shall submit within two working days any
comments they may wish to make. In the absence of objections in
this period of time, the record shall be corrected as requested.

Rule 53

The verbatim record referred to in rule 49 or the record referred to
in rule 51, in which no corrections have been requested in the
period of time required by rules 50 and 51, respectively, or which
has been corrected in accordance with the provisions of rule 52,
shall be considered as approved. It shall be signed by the
President and shall become the official record of the Security
Council.

Rule 54

The official record of public meetings of the Security Council, as
well as the documents annexed thereto, shall be published in the
official languages as soon as possible.

Rule 55

At the close of each private meeting the Security Council shall
issue a communiqué through the Secretary-General.

Rule 56

The representatives of the Members of the United Nations which
have taken part in a private meeting shall at all times have the
right to consult the record of that meeting in the office of the
Secretary-General. The Security Council may at any time grant
access to this record to authorized representatives of other
Members of the United Nations.

Rule 57

The Secretary-General shall, once each year, submit to the
Security Council a list of the records and documents which up to
that time have been considered confidential. The Security Council
shall decide which of these shall be made available to other
Members of the United Nations, which shall be made public, and
which shall continue to remain confidential.

This section is organized into four sub-sections: A. Convening of meetings in relation to
rules 1 to 5, high-level meetings and format of meetings in relation to rule 48; B. Informal

consultations of the whole; C. Informal gatherings of members of the Council; and D. Records,

maintained in accordance with rules 49 to 57.
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In 2012 and 2013, the Council held a total of 392 meetings® and 338 informal
consultations of the whole (consultations). In 2012, the Council held a total of 199 meetings and
175 consultations; and in 2013, 193 meetings and 163 consultations. Council members also
continued to meet in other informal gatherings such as informal interactive dialogues and Arria
formula meetings, following past practice. In the note by the President of 28 August 2013,
Council members committed to enhance interaction and dialogue with non-Council members and
bodies, through a range of measures, including making more effective use of public meetings,
informal interactive dialogues and Arria-formula meetings.” Also, in 2013, the Council revived
the practice of holding “wrap-up” discussions on its work at the end of the month.

Figure 1 shows the total number of meetings and informal consultations of the whole held
during the five-year period, between 2009 and 2013.

Figure 1: Number of meetings, informal consultations of the whole, 2009-2013
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® Resumptions of meetings are not considered as separate meetings.
7 S/2013/515.
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A. Meetings
1. Application of rules related to meetings

In the note by the President of the Council of 5 June 2012, ® in the context of the optimum
use of conference resources, Council members agreed that while ensuring the capacity to hold
Council meetings at any time and at short notice, in accordance with rules 1 and 2 of its
provisional rules of procedure, the members of the Security Council, during their respective
presidencies, should ordinarily request the Secretariat to plan not more than four days per week
of Council business, reserving Fridays normally to facilitate the work of the subsidiary organs of

the Council. No discussion took place concerning the interpretation of rules 1 to 5 either.

Intervals between meetings

During the period under review, there were two instances where the intervals between
the meetings of the Council exceeded 14 days, deviating from the provision of rule 1: in one
instance, the interval between two meetings was 19 days;® and in another instance, the interval
was 21 days.™® The Council also continued its practice of convening, on occasion, more than one
meeting a day. For example, on both 19 December 2012 and 25 April 2013, the Council held five

meetings.™

Meetings requested in accordance with rules 2 or 3

During the reporting period, there were no communications from Member States
requesting the Council to convene a meeting which explicitly cited rule 2 or 3 as the basis of the
request. However, there were a few communications in which Member States made explicit
references to Article 35 of the Charter, pursuant to which the President should call a Council
meeting if a dispute or situation was brought to the attention of the Council when requesting the

Council to convene a meeting, in connection with rule 3'2 (see table 1).

85/2012/402, para. 2.

° Between the 6699™ meeting on 22 December 2011 and the 6700™ meeting on 11 January 2012.

10 Between the 6898™ meeting on 20 December 2012 and the 6899™ meeting on 11 January 2013.

1 On 19 December 2012, the 6892™, 6893™, 6894™ 6895" and 6896™ meetings; and on 25 April 2013, the 6950™,
6951, 6952™ 6953 and 6954™ meetings.

12 For details on referrals of situations to the Security Council within the framework of the Charter, see part VI,
section .
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Table 1

Sample letters from Member States requesting a meeting in accordance with rule 3 and

Article 35in 2012 and 2013

ADVANCE VERSION

Letter addressed to Explicit Meeting convened
the Presiden't of the reference Summary of meeting request on basis of the
Council to rule or request (agenda
Article item and date
Letter dated 14 Article 35  In accordance with Article 35 of the Charter, The situation in the
November 2012 requested an urgent meeting of the Security Middle East,
from the Council to consider the ongoing unlawful Israeli including the
representative of military operation against the Palestinian people, Palestinian
Egypt (S/2012/840) and to assume its responsibilities in maintaining question
international peace and security by taking all 6863rd (closed),
necessary measures to stop this aggression 14 November 2012
immediately.
Letter dated 19 Requested the Security Council to convene an The situation
November 2012 urgent open meeting to consider the question of concerning the
from the the situation in Goma, which had been subjected Democratic
representative of the to continuing attacks by troops of the Rwandan Republic of the
Democratic regular army. Congo
Republic of the 6866th, 20
Congo November 2012
(S/2012/857)
Letter dated 20 On behalf of the Arab group, requested an urgent ~ No meeting was
November 2012 open debate of the Security Council on 20 convened
from the November 2012 to examine the grave
representative of consequences of the ongoing Israeli military
Morocco attacks against the Palestinian people in Gaza.
S/2012/859
Letter dated 25 Article 35  Recalling...the grave humanitarian “situation” The situation in the

April 2013 from the
representative of

Jordan (S5/2013/247)

Letter dated 29
August 2013 from
the representative of
Democratic
Republic of the

Congo (S/2013/517)

facing Jordan as a result of the influx of Syrian
refugees, and invoking Article 35 (1)... requested
formally that: The Security Council make a
determination that this “situation” constitutes a
threat to international peace and security if left
unchecked and in the absence of the financial
assistance required to enable Jordan to cope; and
Jordan be invited to participate in a private
meeting of the Security Council;

In light of a the escalation of violence in the North
Kivu province of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, including the death of a Tanzanian
peacekeeper who was part of the MONUSCO
Intervention Brigade, calls for an emergency
meeting of the Security Council.

Middle East,
including the
Palestinian
question

6957th (closed), 30
April 2013

No meeting was
convened
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Periodic meetings and meetings away from headquarters
During the period under review, there were no special instances where the Council

applied rules 4 and 5 concerning periodic meetings and meetings away from headquarters.

2. Format

Public meetings

The Council continued to convene public or open meetings as provided for in rule 48,
mainly for the purposes of the following: (i) receiving briefings on country-specific or regional
situations, or thematic issues under its consideration; (ii) holding debates on particular agenda
items; and (iii) adopting decisions. During the period under review, there were a total of 356
public meetings: 184 in 2012 and 172 in 2013.2

High-level meetings
During the review period, the Council held 16 high-level meetings in which five or more
Council members were represented at the ministerial or higher levels, 5 on thematic agenda

items, and 11 on regional and country-specific agenda items (see table 2).

Table 2
High-level meetings in 2012 and 2013
Meeting and date Item High-level participation
6702, 12 Cooperation between Heads of State and Government (1):
January 2012 the United Nationsand  South Africa (President)
regional and
subregional Ministerial level (9):
organizations in Azerbaijan (Minister for Foreign Affairs), China (Special Envoy for African
maintaining Affairs); Colombia (Minister for Foreign Affairs), France (Minister of State
international peace and  responsible for French nationals abroad), Germany (Minister of State),
security Guatemala (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Portugal (Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Togo (Minister, Special Adviser to the
President), United States (Permanent Representative to the United Nations and
Member of the President’s Cabinet)
6710™ 31 The situation in the Ministerial level (7):
January 2012 Middle East France (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Germany (Minister of State), Guatemala

(Minister for Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Minister Delegate for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation), Portugal (Minister of State and Foreign Affairs), United
Kingdom (Member of Parliament, Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs), United States (Secretary of State)

3 For a complete list and records of the Security Council public meetings, see http://www.un.org/en/sc/meetings/
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ADVANCE VERSION

Meeting and date Item High-level participation
6717™ 21 Peace and security in Heads of State and Government (1):
February 2012 Africa Togo (President)

6733 12 March
2012

6734 12 March
2012

6765™, 4 May
2012

6826™ 30
August 2012

6841%, 26
September 2012

The situation in Libya

The situation in the
Middle East

Threats to international
peace and security
caused by terrorist acts

The situation in the
Middle East

The situation in the
Middle East
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Ministerial level (4):

France (Minister of State responsible for French nationals abroad), Morocco
(Minister Delegate for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Russian Federation
(Special Envoy of the President on countering terrorism and organized crime),
United States (Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Member of
the President’s Cabinet)

Ministerial level (6)

France (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Germany (Minister for Foreign Affairs),
Guatemala (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Portugal (Minister of State and
Foreign Affairs), United Kingdom, (Member of Parliament, Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs), South Africa (Minister for
International Relations and Cooperation)

Ministerial level (7)

France (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Germany (Minister for Foreign Affairs),
Guatemala (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Portugal (Minister of State and
Foreign Affairs), Russian Federation (Minister for Foreign Affairs), United
Kingdom (Member of Parliament, Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs),United States (Secretary of State)

Heads of State and Government (1):
Azerbaijan (President)

Ministerial level (6)

Colombia (Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs), Germany (Minister for
Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Minister Delegate for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation), Russian Federation (Special Envoy of the President on countering
terrorism and organized crime), Togo (Minister of State, Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation), United States (Permanent Representative to the
United Nations and Member of the President’s Cabinet)

Ministerial level (6)

Colombia (Minister for Foreign Affairs), France (Minister for Foreign Affairs),
Morocco (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Togo (Minister of
State, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), United Kingdom (Member
of Parliament, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs),
United States (Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Member of
the President’s Cabinet)

Ministerial level (14)

Azerbaijan (Minister for Foreign Affairs), China (Minister for Foreign Affairs),
Colombia (Minister for Foreign Affairs), France (Minister for Foreign Affairs),
Germany (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Guatemala (Minister for Foreign
Affairs), India (Minister of State for External Affairs), Morocco (Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Pakistan (Foreign Secretary), Russian
Federation (Minister for Foreign Affairs), South Africa (Minister for
International Relations and Cooperation), Togo (Minister of State, Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), United Kingdom (Member of Parliament,
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs), United States
(Secretary of State)
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Meeting and date Item High-level participation

6882", 10 Peace and security in Ministerial level (6)

December 2012 Africa Azerbaijan (Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs),
Colombia (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation), Togo (Minister of State, Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation), United Kingdom (Member of Parliament, Special Envoy of the
United Kingdom for the Sahel), United States (Permanent Representative to the
United Nations and Member of the President’s Cabinet)

6900™ 15 Threats to international ~ Ministerial level (11)

January 2013 peace and security Argentina (Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs), Azerbaijan (Ambassador-at-

6965" 13 May
2013

6984" 24 June
2013

7011™ 25 July
2013

7036", 26
September 2013

caused by terrorist acts

Peace and security in
Africa

Women and peace and
security

The situation in the
Great Lakes region

Small Arms
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Large of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs), China (Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs), Luxembourg (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs), Morocco (Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation),
Pakistan (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Russian Federation (Special
Representative of the President for international cooperation in the fight against
terrorism and transnational organized crime), Rwanda (Minister of State in
Charge of Cooperation and Permanent Representative to the United Nations),
Togo (Minister, Senior Adviser to the President for diplomatic matters and
cooperation), United Kingdom (Senior Minister of State), United States
(Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Member of the
President’s Cabinet)

Heads of State and Government (1):
Togo (President)

Ministerial level (5)

Argentina (Secretary for Foreign Affairs), Luxembourg (Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation), Republic of Korea (Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs), United
States (Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Member of the
President’s Cabinet)

Ministerial level (5)

France (Minister for Women’s Rights and Government Spokesperson),
Guatemala (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Rwanda (Minister of State in Charge of
Cooperation and Permanent Representative to the United Nations),, United
Kingdom (Member of Parliament, Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs)

Ministerial level (6)

France (Deputy Minister for Development), Guatemala (Minister for Foreign
Affairs), Luxembourg (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs), Rwanda (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Togo
(Minister, Senior Adviser to the President for diplomatic matters and
cooperation), United States (Secretary of State)

Heads of State and Government (1):

Guatemala (President)

Ministerial level (10):

Australia (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Azerbaijan (Minister for Foreign
Affairs), France (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Luxembourg (Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation), Pakistan (Adviser to the Prime Minister on National
Security), Republic of Korea (Minister of Foreign Affairs), Rwanda (Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), United Kingdom (Deputy Prime Minister),
United States (Permanent Representative and Member of the President's
Cabinet)
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Meeting and date Item High-level participation
7037™, 27 The situation in the Ministerial level (10):
September 2013 Middle East Argentina (Secretary of Foreign Affairs), Australia (Minister for Foreign

Affairs), Azerbaijan (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Guatemala (Minister for
Foreign Affairs), Luxembourg (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs), Morocco (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Pakistan
(Minister of State, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs),
Republic of Korea (Deputy Minister for Multilateral and Global Affairs), United
Kingdom (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office), United States (Permanent Representative and Member
of the President's Cabinet)

7038", 27 The situation in the Ministerial level (13):

September 2013 Middle East Argentina (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Worship), Azerbaijan (Minister for
Foreign Affairs), China (Minister of Foreign Affairs), France (Minister for
Foreign Affairs), Guatemala (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Luxembourg
(Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs), Morocco (Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation), Pakistan (Adviser to the Prime Minister
on National Security), Republic of Korea (Minister of Foreign Affairs), Russian
Federation (Minister for Foreign Affairs), Rwanda (Minister of State in Charge
of Cooperation and Permanent Representative to the United Nations), United
Kingdom (Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs), United
States (Secretary of State)

Private meetings

During the period under review, the Council continued to meet in private, in accordance
with rule 48. There were a total of 36 private meetings, or approximately 10% of the total
number of meetings. Twenty-seven of the private meetings (or 75%) were meetings with troop-
and-police contributing countries, six (17%) were wrap-up sessions, two (5%) considered
country-specific situations; and one (3%) consisted of a briefing by the President of the

International Court of Justice (ICJ) (see figure 2 and table 3).

Figure 2: Private meetings held in 2012 and 2013

Country- Briefing by
specific/ the President
regional of the
matters (2) International
5% Court of
Working glll)s ,tl;;

methods of
the Security
Council (6),
17% Meetings
with the
troop- and
police-

contributin
g countries
27),75%

15



http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.7037
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.7038

Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council
18" Supplement (2012 — 2013)

Table 3
Private meetings in 2012 and 2013

ADVANCE VERSION

Agenda item

Meeting and date

Meetings with troop-and police-contributing countries
(27 meetings)

Meeting of the Security Council with the troop- and police-
contributing countries pursuant to resolution 1353 (2001),
annex I, sections A and B

6714™ 9 February 2012; 6750, 12 April 2012; 6779™, 6 June
2012; 6787™, 14 June 2012; 6797", 29 June 2012; 6801%, 5
July 2012; 6802™ and 6803, 10 July 2012; 6806" 18 July
2012; 6821%, 9 August 2012; 6823™, 21 August 2012; 6828,
6 September 2012; 6833™, 12 September 2012; 6883, 12
December 2012; 6901%, 16 January 2013; 6923", 21 February
2013; 6931%, 6 March 2013; 6945™ , 11 April 2013; 6978"" 13
June 2013; 6989 27 June 2013; 6996 and 6997™, 10 July
2013; 7005™, 18 July 2013; 7018™" 14 August 2013; 7021%, 22
August 2013; 7023", 26 August 2013; 7079" 10 December
2013

Working methods of the Security Council (six meetings)
Implementation of the note by the President of the Security
Council (S/2010/507)

6914™ 31 January 2013; 6927"", 28 February 2013; 6958, 30
April 2013; 6972™, 30 May 2013; 6992™, 27 June 2013;
7027", 29 August 2013

Country-specific or regional situations (two meetings)
The situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian
question

The situation in the Middle East

6863, 14 November 2012

6957", 30 April 2013

Briefing by the President of the International Court of Justice

(one meeting)

Briefing by the President of the International Court of Justice

7051, 28 October 2013

In January 2013, the presidency (Pakistan) of the Council revived the practice of holding

“wrap-up” sessions,™ after a lapse of nearly eight years. ' Five other Council presidencies

continued the practice throughout the year.*® In 2013, the Council held six such sessions in

private under the agenda item entitled “Implementation of the note by the President of the

Security Council (S/2006/507).” These sessions had previously been held under the agenda item

entitled “Wrap-up discussion on the work of the Security Council for the current month.”

14 5/PV.6914.

15 Prior to 2013, the last wrap-up session was held at the 5156™ meeting (S/PV.5156) of 30 March 2005 under the
agenda item titled “Wrap-up discussion on the work of the Security Council for the current month”. Brazil held the

presidency of the Council. Also see S/2005/188.

16 5ee S/PV.6927, SIPV.6958, S/PV.6972, S/PV.6992 and S/PV.7027.
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Discussions on wrap-up sessions took place at the 7052" meeting on 29 October 2013 (see case
1).

Case 1

Implementation of the note by the President of the Security Council (S/2010/507)

At the 7052" meeting on 29 October 2013, under the item entitled “Implementation of
the note by the President of the Security Council (S/2010/507)”, many speakers welcomed the
revival of the practice of the President convening a wrap-up session at the end of their
presidency.'’

The representative of Guatemala highlighted that mechanisms such as the wrap-up

sessions contributed to the transparency of the work of the Council.*®

The representative of
Australia stated that these practices should be institutionalized.™ Several speakers added that
wrap-up sessions should become more interactive, allowing non-Council members to
participate.?’ The representative of Portugal suggested that these sessions would benefit from
being more future-oriented, more concise or else focused on specific issues of relevance and
timeliness in the Council;?! while the representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran, speaking on
behalf of NAM, argued that they should be limited to the items and issues discussed within the
programme of work.? The representative of Spain opined that these sessions were “like a two —
faced Janus, focusing the attention of the Council on the recent past in order to draw lessons for
the immediate future”.® The representative of Egypt added that wrap-up sessions complemented
the briefing by the presidency on the programme of work to the wider membership at the

beginning of the month,* a practice that was also welcomed by several speakers. %

7 S/PV.7052, p. 2-3 (Argentina); p. 5 (United Kingdom); p. 7 (Guatemala); p. 11 (Rwanda); pp. 11-12 (Republic of
Korea); p. 17 (Australia); p. 20 (Switzerland, on behalf of ACT); p. 21 (Portugal); p. 23 -(Brazil); p. 26 (Sweden); p.
28 (Egypt); p. 30 (Estonia); S/PV.7052 (Resumption 1), p. 5 (Bosnia and Herzegovina); p. 9 (Netherlands and
Belgium); p. 10 (Turkey); p. 12 (Spain); p. 18 (Germany); and p. 20 (Maldives).

8 S/PV.7052, p. 7.

9 1bid, p. 17.

2 |bid, p. 21 (Portugal); p. 23 (Brazil); and p. 26 (Sweden).

2 Ibid, p. 21.

?2 5/PV.7052 (Resumption 1), p. 13.

% Ibid, p. 12.

# S/PV.7052, p.28.

% Ibid, p. 30 (Estonia); p. 12 (Spain); p. 14 (Italy) and p.20 (Maldives).
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B. Informal consultations of the whole

Informal consultations of the whole are not official meetings of the Council, but
gatherings of its members for the purpose of holding discussions, and also to receive briefings
from the Secretariat and representatives of the Secretary-General in private. During the period
under review, members of the Council continued to convene informal consultations of the whole:
175 times in 2012 and 163 times in 2013 (see figure 1).

On 5 June 2012, the President of the Security Council issued a note?® encouraging the
President of the Council, with the assistance of the Secretariat, to actively promote additional
appropriate measures to increase interactivity and efficiency in briefings during informal
consultations, including: the use of video teleconferencing for briefing the Council while
preserving a balanced approach between video teleconferencing and briefings in person;
encouraging briefers to be succinct and inviting the Secretariat to circulate the briefing texts at
briefings, in particular, where statements contained extensive or complicated factual information
encouraging briefers to circulate written summaries of such information in advance when
possible, to allow for a more focused discussions during informal consultations; and minimizing
to the extent possible the reading out of lengthy pre-prepared statements in informal
consultations of the whole. In the note by the President, Council members encouraged the use of
such measures to make it feasible to hold informal consultations on two issues in a three hour
session, promoting efficiency in the work of the Council. In the same note, the Council reiterated
that Council Members and the Secretariat would continue to use the “any other business” agenda
item during informal consultations to raise issues of concern.

Pursuant to the previous practice, no official records of informal consultations were
made, and non-Council members were not invited. However, in several instances, press

statements were issued by the President of the Council following informal consultations.”’

%6 5/2012/402, paras. 4-9.

%" For a complete list of press statements issued during the review period, see:
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/press/2012.shtml and
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/press/2013.shtml
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C. Informal gatherings of members of the Security Council

During the period under review, the Council continued to utilize informal interactive
dialogues and Arria formula meetings. In practice, informal interactive dialogues have been
convened with the participation of all Council members, while Arria formula meetings have been
convened with the participation of either all, or several Council members. Informal interactive
dialogues and Arria formula meetings are convened at the initiative of a member, or members, of

the Council, but neither is considered a meeting of the Council, and no official records are made.

Informal interactive dialogues

During the reporting period, the Council held 16 informal interactive dialogues whereby
Council members exchanged views with concerned States and interested parties on situations
that affected them directly. Most of the informal interactive dialogues held in 2012 and 2013

concerned country-specific or regional situations. For more details, see table 4.

Table 4
Informal interactive dialogues in 2012 and 2013
Sub{jez;:tland Other participants (including non-Council members) Source
Sudan and Former President of South Africa (as Chair of the African Assessment of the work of the Security
South Sudan, Union High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP); Council during the presidency of Togo
27 February Former President of Burundi and Former President of dated 6 September 2012 (S/2012/341, p.
2012 Nigeria (as members of the AUHIP; Special Envoy for the  3).
Sudan and South Sudan (via videoconference); Under-
Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations
Sudan and Former President of South Africa (as Chair of the AUHIP United Nations Department of Public
South Sudan (via videoconference); Special Envoy for the Sudan and Information website

17 April 2012 South Sudan

Guinea-Bissau  Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guinea-Bissau; Minister of Council press statement dated 8 May
7 May 2012 Foreign Affairs of Angola (as Chair of the Community of 2012 (SC/10640); Annual Report of the
Portuguese Language Speaking Countries (CPLP)); Security Council to the General
Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head ~ Assembly, 1 August 2011-31 July 2012
of the United Nations Integrated Peacebuilding in Guinea-  (A/67/2, p. 8)
Bissau (UNIOGBIS); President of the Peacebuilding
Commission Configuration for Guinea-Bissau;
Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Security of
the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS)
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Guinea-Bissau
5 June 2012

Syria
7 June 2012

Mali
15 June 2012

Post-conflict
peacebuilding
13 July 2012

Sudan and
South Sudan
9 August 2012

Democratic
Republic of the
Congo

29 August
2012

Democratic
Republic of the
Congo

29 August
2012

Former Prime Minister of Guinea-Bissau; Angola (as Chair
of the CPLP); Brazil (as Chair of the Guinea-Bissau
Configuration of the Peacebuilding Commission); Cote
d'lvoire (on behalf of ECOWAS); Assistant Secretary-
General for Political Affairs; Permanent Observer of the
African Union (AU) to the United Nations

Secretary-General of the League of Arab States; Joint AU-
UN Special Envoy; Under-Secretary-General for
Peacekeeping Operations; Under-Secretary-General for
Political Affairs

Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Benin and Burkina Faso;
Minister of Defence of Cote d'lvoire; Minister Delegate of
Foreign Affairs of Nigeria; Mali; Niger; President of the
ECOWAS Commission

Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission (PBC); Under
Secretary-General for Political Affairs; Under Secretary-
General for Peacekeeping Operations; Luxembourg (as
Chair of Guinea Configuration); Canada (Chair of Sierra
Leone Configuration); Sweden (as Chair of Liberia
Configuration); Brazil (as Chair of Guinea Bissau
Configuration); Switzerland (as Chair of Burundi
Configuration); Japan (as Chair of the Working group on
Lessons Learned), Guinea; Officer-in-Charge of the
Peacebuilding Support Office

Former President of South Africa and Chairperson of the
AUHIP (via videoconference); Special Envoy for the
Sudan and South Sudan (via videoconference)

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Rwanda

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo
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Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of China
dated 29 August 2012 (S/2012/628, p.
14); Annual Report of the Security
Council to the General Assembly, 1
August 2011-31 July 2012 (A/67/2, p.
47)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of China
dated 29 August 2012 (S/2012/628, p.
14); Annual Report of the Security
Council to the General Assembly, 1
August 2011-31 July 2012 (A/67/2, p.
47)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of China
dated 29 August 2012 (S/2012/628 p.
14); Annual Report of the Security
Council to the General Assembly, 1
August 2011-31 July 2012 (A/67/2, p.
47)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of
Colombia dated 17 October 2012
(S/2012/629, pp. 15-16); Annual Report
of the Security Council to the General
Assembly, 1 August 2011-31 July 2012
(A/67/2, p. 48)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the

Presidency of France dated 19
December 2012 (S/2012/953, p. 4);
Annual Report of the Security Council
to the General Assembly, 1 August
2012-31 July 2013 (A/68/2, p. 29)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the

Presidency of France dated 19
December 2012 (S/2012/953, p. 3);
Annual Report of the Security Council
to the General Assembly, 1 August
2012-31 July 2013 (A/68/2, p. 15)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the

Presidency of France dated 19
December 2012 (S/2012/953, p. 3);
Annual Report of the Security Council
to the General Assembly, 1 August
2012-31 July 2013 (A/68/2, p. 15)
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Afghanistan
26 November
2012

Sudan and
South Sudan
27 March 2013

Post-conflict
peacebuilding
26 April 2013

Libya/Internati
onal Criminal
Court (ICC)

7 May 2013

Kenya/ICC
23 May 2013

Kenya/ICC
31 October
2013

Chairman of the High Peace Council of Afghanistan

Former President of South Africa (as Chair of the AUHIP);
Former President of Nigeria (as member of the AUHIP)

Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission; Assistant
Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support; Switzerland
(as Chair of Burundi Configuration); Brazil (as Chair of
Guinea-Bissau Configuration); Luxembourg (as Chair of
Guinea Configuration); Japan (as Chair of the PBC
Working Group on Lessons Learned); Canada (as Chair of
Sierra Leone Guinea Configuration); Sweden (as Chair of
Liberia Configuration); Liberia

Prosecutor of the ICC; Head of Jurisdiction,
Complementary and Cooperation; International
Cooperation Adviser in the ICC Office of the Prosecutor

Kenya

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia (as Chair of the
Executive Council of the African Union, on behalf of the
Contact Group on the ICC); Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of Kenya, Senegal and Uganda; Minister of Presidential
Affairs of Namibia; Burundi; Mauritania; African Union
(Deputy Legal Council)
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Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of India
dated 20 December 2012 (S/2012/957,

p. 14)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of the
Russian Federation (S/2013/380, p. 6);
Annual Report of the Security Council
to the General Assembly, 1 August

2012-31 July 2013 (A/68/2, p. 33)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of
Rwanda (S§/2013/382, p. 21); Annual
Report of the Security Council to the
General Assembly, 1 August 2012-31

July 2013 (A/68/2, p. 63)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of Togo

(S/2013/481, p. 4)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of Togo

(S/2013/481, p. 20)

Assessment of the work of the Security
Council during the presidency of

Azerbaijan (S/2013/770; p. 22)

“Arria formula” meetings

In accordance with note S/2010/507, “Arria formula” meetings are a flexible and
informal forum utilized by Council members to enhance their deliberations and their contact with
civil society and non-governmental organizations. Council members may invite on an informal
basis any Member State, relevant organization or individual to participate in “Arria formula”
informal meetings. Lacking official records, see examples of “Arria formula” meetings held

during the reporting period in table 5.

Table 5
Samples of Arria formula meetings in 2012 and 2013
Date Subject Organiser(s) Other participants (including non-Council members)
8 March Women’s role in Portugal; State Minister for Water Resources of Uganda; United
2012 mediation and conflict ~ United Kingdom Nations Special Adviser on Yemen; President of the Aceh
resolution Women’s League
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